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k view. The main Body of it is 
ett. printedquſt as it was delirvered ; but I hare 
taken liberty, to add the Preface, and ſome part of the Ap- 
plication, which then I was conſtrained to omit. If it prove” 
effeFtual to the furtherance and joy of any ones Faith; 
I doubt not, but that very thing will belp to mitigate the 
ſorrow, which you harve conceived for the loſs f ſo wor- 
thy a Perſon. A man of ſo amiable a temper ; ſuch an 
unbiaſſed judgement, prudent ſimplicity, unfeigned charity, 
and diſcreet zgal , that it is not to be expetted, you ſhould 
yerver think of bis departure from us, without a ſugh. But 
the more uſeful be was to the world, and delightful to you , 
the greater will your -Vertue be , in humbly ſubmitting to 
the will of God : by whoſe order he is remorved to a better 
place, We muſt not teach bim how to diſpoſe of us ; nor 
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uy 1 For we know, that if. our earthly bowfe of this 
tabernacle were diffotved, we have a bwild- 


ing of God, an houſe not wade with ns 
eternal in the heavens, 


E, Apolite ben ,attheximeof hi 
-writiog this Epillle, in great troy» 
bles ahd dangers , "for the Teſti- 
mony of Jeſus , profeſles hinaſelf, 
notwith fanding, {oabundantly a 
ticfied with the Miniſtry he had 
adit, chac hedid nor faint at all, nor grow 
weary of it , as -_ read, in the firſt Verſe of ogy 
foregoing Chag 
That which made him, ſo courageous, /25,69 F 

preach, under ſo many diſcouragements ( which be 
wy mentions. 8, 9.) was the ſame Spirit of Faith, which 
> | had ever been inthe people of God, bur was now 
...14 more lively and MR in him, through the Reſur- 


rection 
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reftion of the Lord Jeſus from the dead , as he cells us, 
V. 13,14. For this cauſe; ſaith he, we faint not, exc. 
V. 16. It was no feo}-hamline(s that maderchem 


eX 

beftet. er things} whick"wouldTteward 
their ſirfterings. For our light affliftion , ( ſaith he, 
V. 17,18.) which is but for a moment , worketh for us 
4 far more exceeding and-eternal: weight of” glory. While 
we look net at the things which on jo , but at the thimgs 
which are not ſeen, &c. And if any one: ſhonld 
think, .thar theſe. ſufferings might end ar. laſt in 
death, and bring.them down to their Graves , he 
would havethem think withal, that it was no great 
matter. Let theſe Miſeries proceed lo far, as ro 
take away our lives ; this is the worſt of it : the 
beſt'is, We kriow, that-if our earthly houſe of this taber- 
nacle were diſſolroved, we harve @ building of God, an houſe 
not made-wth hands, eternal in the hearvens. Theſe 
ſufferings, it is true, may pull down our preſent 
habitation ; bur, that is all rhey can do-: 4 

2 berter building, which they cannot touch. Be- 
fides, we ſhall be nogreart loſers, by the demoliſh- 


ing of this dwelling, for it is but an Earthly Houſe. | 


Nay, we ſhall be grear priners; for we. ſhall the 
ſooner enter. into the. celeſtial and eternal man- 


kons.. 
| - 2 This 


wo 


[I9v {o many caldnities; hurzthe | 
one ber 


ere is | 
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| His 15 the ſenſe of the words: Ia which, we 


* may conſider theſe three[Things. -.. _. . 

1. The deſcription which the, Apoſtle, makes of 
the preſent-Rtare, in which we now are.; ..it is in 
our earthly houſe of this tabernacle, which muſt be d;ſ- 

obved. --430 

/ 2, His deſcription of the future ſtate, in which 
the faithful ſhall be hereafter : they harve 4 building 
of God , an houſe not made with hands , eternal in the 
bearvens, i tar £ 

-; 3. The Cerraiaty of that ha te : It is a thi 
as -y wg in its kind, as hor iS. - AS w- 
know, that this houſe of ours is ro bediſſolved, fo 
we know, there is a building of God , when it is 
thrown down, which ſtands for ever. Theone 
is.certain, as well as the other, 


Of the rwo firſt | have diſcourſed elſewhere,upon 


| the like occaſion with this,that hath now brovghe us 


rogether: Shewing, how poor. and mean, the dwel- 
ling is, in which. our ſouls lodge, while they re- 
main in.this world ; and what goodly prepararti- 
ons, our Lord: hath made fot them '1n the next, 
There ſeems to-be an eppoluion. here, of the one 
ſtate. co the other, in-ficve relpets...- We are herg 
only in.;an boſe ;. but there is-2 bulding for us, 


*- Thijs is. an ho ie of 0wrs, but that 15 a building of 


an;houle of 4; Taherpagle,; 
6 B 2 theg 
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then we ſhall have an heuſe not made with bends. | | 


DO  wE—_ - —_— —_— 


+ Aud" this is an ea#thly houſe ; whereas, that is in | 
| 
| 


| - 


the Heavens. -- This is ro be-diſſol-vet ; bur that is 


ternal in the Heavens. ' dT . 
': As much as to1ay; -We are here-confined"ro a 


very- ſtraitand narrow room ; in which, the no- 
bler thoughts and affeCtions of our ſouls , are-apt 
tobe choaKk't'and ftifled.  Andrio wonder,conſide- 
ting the meaneneſs of iss-original; and the poornels 


of its beginning. Our body was once a very ſmall 
ile : fo fall. that it could be incloſed-in-our 
Mothers Womb, . Then, and a long timeafter, our 


| 


—_—___ 


fouls were ſo p@ir up, that they could: nor find: 


themſelves. - They were forc'd to ſtay mariy. years, 
before they could gain fo much liberty, as rorurn 
about, refle&t-on themſelves, and knoiv-that they 


had a Being. Nay, ſo pitifully were” they'cooped, 


up, that the rational Spirit could not breathe , or 
give any ſign at all of life. And though now 
mndec# this houſe is raiſed and advanced to a Treat - 
er bigneſs; yet beſides that it- is of no - huge dj- 
menſons, and-a great many years were ſpent in 
rearing it to-ſuch an height ;- it is bur like a Taber- 
nacle. Aplace, fubje&t to continual changes, the 


Sceneof per alkecrations; by which-ir- hath, | 
borh its Pee and -deftrudtion: © It is lyable 


alfo, to qutward. violence, aswell as inward'pains 
and diſcafes: And ar its beſt ſtare, is bur a vile and 
ſordid habitation An houſe of Clay of Dirt ; 
Q3;.; W. 


into, 


| fach a narrow-com 
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imo: which irwiltar hitberefolved::! keannor = 
ſtandlong, h we under-prop-itnever ſomuch: 
bur, asar-calls tor daily- REC (04 in che end, & 
will unerly fall roruine.- 

1 210 ,\-)*Thibils chomilcrablo contdals 
an a of fouls intheir preſenx-abode; which ſhould 
make. rhen, * 1 would think, novvery fond of it-, 
nor toſerianhigh eſtecyn0n choſoplealiires, which 
arch re ny apr _ aid crowded -irito 
| Niumngquam magnis in- 


is 
arr their:bodiey in deat eſteetn,; nov would -prir 
chaſe/theit- ſtwpcin chem 2; 126 t00(gtear”- 4 
They. rather groan: arrieſtly\ { as-the Apoſtle (peaks pie 
ke next 'Verſc-)-\:when' they; feel cthe-burdens | 
arid res-ofi chisſtace, to-be tranflavet ro: that 
ſed,Qbumeey, vers Wieyalhalibe better” _ 


rertain'd.! 


For, there all FaichFal fouls,” (hall feet. ded 
ſelves, i in fairer, and more (parious Manfrons: and 
pofſels 2 building -of greater [cap ity and Jarger 
reception.-. 'Ihi which, they "hall | -zxyoy, as-much 

ibercy an freedome as hae can dehire : ſpreading 
themliebves in-'a vaſt and unbounded. bleſſednels. 


| Ir-cannot be lotherwile/'»ſeei ittis'a þ 
God: x Fabrick-wholly CEE -reart wx 


therefore. mult ineeds:- ay bexuniful ftarely 
work ;- that {hall bear fone marks of the <-> 
£4 of the Builder; (atidfleclare theGreatne(s, Wi 


Pt Bigro2 <5: Jt Yeu do 


chard in corpore wiara- eſt —_o yen] | 
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-dom.and Maghihtont Goodnels. of our Creator and | 
Redeemer. ,- There can benorime conceived there | 
\whexcin weſhball. be coſcek for our happineſs ; bur 
at our firſt entrance into. that bleſſed place, we 
ihall nd! our thoughts full-of God, our hearts ex- 
ccedingly, ravithed with his love, and all ourtrou- 
.bletome Paſions,: turned /into.joy., that we have 
pn} pam, rg change. , : Nar ſhall we 
JNect.wizh any ahing, githes retrouble our delights, 
or 0-. divert and mcerrupt thoſe, happy enjoy- 
ments. ' We ſhal not.(tand in need of io much as 
meat, 2p drigk,,aed) clothes, whereby we ſup- 
.p9tt; and xepair;this-pretent' Tabernacle: : bur as 
that hoaſe 45made without hands, ſo ir will ſub- 
Gilt .unchangeably. without thoſe helps, which we 
NOW Gevirec -:: For, kigabwldinganthe Heas 
Ys; 1 aaning pike of God, himſelf), "Who 
will one day, refine our very body , and raake ir 
like the pureſt Sky : ſo,tharir ſhall have no ſpotnor 
avrinkle, nor any luch thing; bur be of a clear. ahd 
tranlpaxent beaury,, like thax of the Glorious Body 
of. our Savious. !'T hiS will ſecure cheiincorruption 
and cteraky of .it, There will be no heavineſs-in 
ic, to incline it to, this, dull. earthy again ;- no ſuch 
weight, 2s ſhall.fink ys; down.40-thele Jower:Re- 
£4905: - But being, tradfJared' roche Countrey of 
Spirics, 'it will becomcin;a' manner, a ſpiritual bo- 
dy.: whick {þall neither grow old fior ſuffer any de; 
cay; bus £8998 2: 628antyourb!and -freſhne's 
Pragint ly in the Heavgng Thele 
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# cher. diſtintly ſhewed. So. great, that. they, who. 


rally, at 
ſhould periſh and dye for ever : 


ending. felicity for. good (br: ions, not. only for-their ſouls, 
but Geir bodses too, 41 F h 


$ | far any ſuch Glorious flare, . who ace fo uivior: 


-  Rut. what certainty. is there of ſuchthings, may 
ſome ſay ? May we not abule our ſelves,if we look 
for that,which no man ever ſaw? Is Aot this to build 
Caſtles, inthe Air, asthe common laying is, ang rp 
feed our ſelves with vain and erapty Promiſes, oiit 


of ous. own imagination 2.; Why ſhould. we, ho 
Even. 


 _ _-- © — —_ — — - 
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eyen our preſentBeing? What made-3e enter into 


the heart of than, torhink of being ſo-happy,and 
torr of 


eo encertain' their minds, with the: ror 
Bo matrexs; 35 ſeen roo good, andedo grear,” ts 
etrue? 


The Apoffle dnfvvcrs-to fuoh ſurmiſes; here in 
my Text. "We bmw that we have & building vf 
God, &c. © We have yood reafon forwhar wo 
preach : wedonor flatter our ſelves and you, when 
We wee of theſe things :\ our hopes are rior builc 

Sand; ofthe Air, but ftand on a firm _— 
Nation” We have ſolid grounds for this 
fion, and ſuch certain argumenes on mhichtofound 
this belief. char, it amonnts ro a.\ knowledge. - 
doubt no more. of ir; than of thoſerbhings eric 
we have 'a certain affurance : bur as we know; 
that we muſt dye, ſo we know , by other means, 
it afrer we are diſſolved, there is a better dwelling 
f us. * | This ſhall, be the ſubje& of my Dit- 


—_ at this time. [And here are foe things wor» 


of our. notice, which make up the evidence, 
at Br the Ap le had for this but eG 6 Wag eter; 
nal 'polſethionsJb the Heavens.) 1 Avy 


L Hs fab ble known + 5 nihe-ha weak 


; roper Argurients. 1:0 Fe 
T9 gevenn, F6r- he” avs A 
Pig tr: "Nor a: private ine, 


bur 
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bur the common - ſenſe of all the followers of 


Sl 157 L982 25 6 REY 
Il 4 knew this ſo; thatthey made ir the ſcope 
_of all their endeavours. -Thatthe Particle FOR 
bids usconſtder , which refers to the words im- 
mediately foregoing. _ 
I Y. Morethan this, they were fo fure-of ir, that 
for itsſake, they quitted their preſent dwelling, 
and ventured their very lives to come atit, For- 
ſo he will. cell-you, if-you took bur a lictle far- 
Sthe16.11.and 10 © Verſes of the fourth 
Chapter-: of. which, he here alſo” gives the 
.realon. ; (Ol? 
V.. Laſtly, They were ſo perfte&ly perfwaded of it, 
that they eſteemed themſelves, in a ſort, poſſe(- * 
led of this building. For he faith , &yours' 
WE HAVE a building of Ged in the Hea- 


vens. 
[. 


I begin with the firſt; the knowledge which the 
Apoſtles had of this happy tate, in a greater free- 
dom and hiberry, joy and pleaſure, conftancy and 
ſerclement, than our preſent condition affords. [r 
was a matter of certainty , which they rhade'no / 
(cruple to aflerr.. Ic was nor a probable opinion, 


but anundoubred concluſion. There were ſound / 


Arguments.which -led -them to- this ſtrong per» 


C {wahon : 


ER eee eee en en ee ee CE CT, LS 
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{waſion : neceſſary cauſes, which made them of ? 


" this unmovable belief. What they were, muſt | 
be our enquiry at thistime- And upon due exa- 
mination, I make no queſtion, we ſhall find; thar 
their Jocygrnnene was (etled upon {ſubſtantial Rea- 
ſons ; and that they did not pretend to a knowledge, 
without luch ſolid grounds, as wereable to ſuſtain 
fo great a confidence as they exprels in all their | 


writings and aftions. 


_ a. 4 


- I, For they knew, that Teſus their Maſter, who 
made diſcovery of thele things to them, had cer- 


tain knowledge of them himſelf, and could not 


deceive them. They knew, I mean, that he came 
out from- God, that he deſcended from Heaven, to la 
open that place; and ſhew us, what God hat 
provided there ,'for thoſe that Jove. him. - This 
was very effetual to 3003660 them, of a building 
of God, becauſe one that came from God, aſſured 
them of it: and they doubted not of an houſe i* 
the Hearvens, becaule they were told it by one that 
had been there himſelf, and knew very well the 
ſtare of that Heavenly Countrey which he deſcribed. 
He was not like to many idle perſons, who draw 
Mapps of ſuch. Territories as they never ſaw 
( wherein they paint Chimzra's and whatſoever ex- 
travagant fancies come. into their minds ) ' bur he 
was, acknowledged by.mare than themſelves, to be 
4 r that came.;from God, and thereforgacquainted 
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| with ht glory of the other world; and the happy 


ff. | 
&t JF condition, - which God intends for ſouls -there. 


z- | Thishe ſer before their eyes, to. their great fiti? . 
ar J faQtion, both becauſethe heavenly Countrey, was 
\- | deſcribed by him that had been in it, and; which 
is more, by him that was the owner and poflefſ6t 
n. | oft. How could they refuſeto ſurrender theit 
ir |} belief to ſneh a perſon ? To him that came down” fro 

. | Hearven, even the Son of man who is in Hearven, ſohri 

3- 13. That which our Saviour faith tro Nicddemus, 

\o | in thatplace, Y. 11. wastheir aflurance in all caſes; 
r- | Yerily, verily, T ſay unto thee, we [peak that we do know; 
ot || <td teſtifie that we barve ſeen. This hetold them over 
ne | and over again, that be had ſeert the Father , that he 
iy | was the livmg. bread which came down from Hearven ; 
' | and that thither be ſhould aſcend up where he was be- 
is I fore, John 6: 46,51, 62. and divers other places: 
ng { Nor did he only fay it, but he proved it too, by do- 
ed | ing {uch things, as none could do, bur one that had 
in | the power of Heaven. Which made Nicodemus ſay, 
ar | Jolin 3.2. We know that thou art a Teacher come from 
he | God: forno man cando theſe Miracles that thou doſt, ex- 
d. I cept God be with bim. And the blind man alſo con- 
vw | cludes, John 9.32, 33. That if he were net of God, be 
ay | ould not have done ſuch a thing, as was never beard. 
x- | ſnice the world began. TFhele,and fuch like wenders, 
he {| made the Apoltles cry out, We believe and are” fre, 
that thou art Chriſt the Son of the li-ving God. Joh: 6: 69. 
We know, that the Son of Gud ts core; arid bath girvens ug 
L046 z LC 2 *. unders 
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nf faiong; that\we may know: him that is true... This is 
the true God and eternal life, 1 John 5.20. . And the 
ecrtainty of, this, made them ſure of: all the reſt: 
Fas, why ſhould they-queſtion. the words of ſuch | 
a Maſter 2. Why ſhould they make any doubr of that 
which was averred by one of fuchcredit? If they 
queſtioned. any. thing, it muſt be, wherher he 
came, from-Heaven or. no. Bur, this being grant- 
- ed, they might very well ſay, they knew they had a | 
building of God cternal there. Now of thar they 
had, —_ by. Voices from Heaven, by Mira- 
culous Works, by his Reſurre&ion from the dead, 
and hy the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from thence. Be- 
fore which-coming, of the Holy Ghoſt, they were 
confident of this; and therefore much more, after 
they bad received it. For that our Saviour teſkifi- } 
ed of them. in his Prayer to the Father, before his | 
departure, John 17. 8. I have grven unto them the 
words which thou garveſt me ; and they have recerved 
them,. and harve known [urely, that I came out from thee, 
41d hbarve believed that thou didjt / end.me, 


_ They knew likewiſe that this perſon, who 


could not but ſpeak the truth, had. promiſed to 
purified fouls, that they ſMould. [ee God, It is one of 
the firſt, encouragements, that he gave to. them. in 
his Sermon on.the Mount, Matth. 5. 8- to become 
his followers. | From whence they. could not but 
plainly. diſcern, nor. only ; that. there is a feliciry 
wake 7. hereafter 


: 
A. *% 


hereafrer! for holy men , bur, that it is ſo exceed- 
ing great and'glorious ; that we muſt be ve 

much heightned and: inlarged in allour faculties, 
before we can be' capable to enjoy..it. We muſt 
be ſtrangely rakes they knew, both in-ſoul and 
body ( neither of which, he promiſed ſhould pe- 
riſh) before we canbe rendred fit for nxt? 2 
on with the Moſt High and Holy: One, the bleſſed 


and only Potehtare * who only hath immortality, 


| dwelling in the light which no man can —_— 


unto ; . whom no man hath ſcen, nor canfee.: For 
in this body,” we cannot bear the Gght of an; An: 
gel in his brightneſs. The. luſtre of one T thoſe. 
celeſtial creatures dazzles. the eyes of fleſh; and 
made men anciently. think. they hould exſpire pre- 
fently, when they were admitted to their compa- 
ny. The reaſon of which, perhaps was, thar 
they concluded, this*earthly ſtare in this corrup- 
tible body, was not ſtrong enough, to. endure ſuch 
manifeſtations from abave. How can.we behold 
then the Glory of God, unleſs we þe: mads gver 
again, and mouldedinto a new ſhape ? How.can we 
be able to look upon the Splendor of the Divine 
Majeſty, unleſs all our powers be nughtily raiſed, 
ns 152 þ and fortified beyond 'the highelt of our 
preſent: conceptions ? We muſt [he forth 44 the Sun 
( according to.our Saviours Promile, Macth, 13, 43.) 


light, of God ( which the Apoſitle ſpeaks of). which 


in the, Kingdom of the Father. © That ransforming 
'S 3 , Mm ſhall k 
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ſhall ſo alrer our ſouls , a5 tO render us like unto | 


him ; muſt be m an habitation , where we ſhall 
be capablero know more of hit, and look longer 
and more vom wy By ny him, than we can in this 
dark and nartow dwelling. ' For, though it doth 
not fully appear, ohacvre ſha be, yetthus muck 
we 9, fa St. John 1 Epiſk. 4. 2. that when he ſÞill 


appeay, we ſhall by like im ; becauſe we ſhall ſer bin, "ad 
OT | | 


LI. Of this change they ſaw an inſtance in our 
Kimfelf. 'Whole very body,as ſoon as he was 
raifed ftbni the grave, was1o clarified and refined . 
chart they could not bur be ſenſible of a maryel- 
lous rranfmutation to be made in themſelves, and 
of a better dwelling, which their ſouls ſhould one: 
day have.” Eſpecially, ſince his Reſurre&ion alſo 
was the great thing to which he —_— for a 
proof of the rruth of all his Promiſes. They per- 
ceived a manifeſt diffexence in his. condition now, 
from what it was before; and rhat his body was 
become'miore ſubril and ajery ; than ic was when 
he dwelt among them. For, on a ſudden he 
appeatelt in the tpn - and again in a mo- 
tient he vaniſhed gu” of 'rhicir hghr. His body 
Was noWy In a' pteparation'to an higher ſtare : and 
therefore; though they felt really ficth and benes, 
yer, heſhewedrhiew, byrhe diſappearance of 
ic, ifcowhit pure fubſtance, it was ſiibrrly tobe 
TIIOg | ns turn'd. 


"I me 
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3 curn'd, . They awe it was to be ſo thin and rari* 
$ fied, that ir would be a Spirit, rather than a body , 


and wasto ſuffer ſuch a change, that now it was nor 
kt for chem to converſe withal, while they were in 
this earthly tabernacle. This was the reafon thar 
he cameto them only aticartain ſeaſons, and con- 
tinued not alwayes with them : and that he charg- 
ed Mary not to-:touch: him ( John 20. 17.) as if the 


| mean't to hold him faſt, and keep him with. her. 


For rhough he intended , to afford them fome of 
his company, being not yet aſcended to the Father , yer, 
he would haye her know, they mult nor expect 
his ſtay with, them after his woqred: manner ; bur 
g0 to his Brethren, the we 11. and {ayto them, 
I aſcend to my Fatber and your Father, and to my God and. 


your God. 


3 
I V. Accordingly they knew, that. he did aſcend. 
up to Heaven, forty dayes after his RefurreCtion. . 
For they, themſelves faw him tranſported thither , 
and had his own word for it, that hewent to prepare 
a place for. them, and would. come again, and receirve. them 
unto himſelf, that where he was, there they might be alſo, 
John 14. 3. For this they had. alſo the: ward- of 
wo of the Heavenly Court, who ſtood by-them in” 
dright rayment, as they gazed upon.him when h+ ., 
1as taken up, {aying,; This ſame Jeſus which 1 tak." 
up from you unto Flearven., ſhall fo come , in like man 
ye (bare, ſeen bis gocinte Heaven; Aﬀts 1. 340Þ57- 


"EE, 
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And how glorious his: body- was | tifate afcer he” 


- camc'thither , they alſo very-welÞ kfiew.- / For 
Sr. Stephen, at his-tryal, ſaw the: Blearvens oped”; wind 
bebeld* the glory of -God , and Jeſus ſtanding *#t- the” right 
hank of God, © This he openly reſtified tothe whole 
Council; before: whom-he Rood - acculed*; Aths 7. 
55,56. and 1t fgnihes ,-the illuſtrious condition 
whereinthe'was for, as he' was the Son of man, he 
{tood. next rothe Divine Majeſty; and was arrayed 
with-the glory ofGod. - . St./Paulallo, wholo lir- 
tle believed Steven's words, that he was confent- 
' ing to; hisdearh; as if hehad-been a Blaſphemer, 
ſaw our Saviour, not long, after this, as he- was 
journeying to Damaſcus. Brit he beheld him- in 


ſuch.an aftonithing brightneſs , thatit ſtruck him - 


to the ground, and put out his eyes , which-were 
not ableeo endure S glory of it, As g. 3; 4,0. 
Which in his Apology to the people , he calls a 
great light that{honc round about him , As 22. 6. 
anda his Apology to Azrippa, a light fromi Heaven 
at nmd-day; above the brightneſs of the-Sun, Atts 26.13. 
To theſe rwo, you may add, the Teſtimony of the 


beloved Diiciple, who when. he was in the !ſle of - 


Patmos,: for the teſtimony of Jeſus ; ſaw him- in a 
Majeftick ſhape, and his countenance was as the Sun 


jhineth #1 his rength. And when he ſaw him, he - 


was fo diſmayed, that he fell as dead at. his feet;Rev. 


WW %® WF «OY OO OY” Nr er Ne DAE EET 


1.46,17. - By thele means, they knew -to-what-an. ſc 
amazing, glory. they ſhould ong day be exalted 52h 


little 
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lice gli {which inighis mortal nature, they 
re not OMEGA 59 bear.” | 


bt 'V. __ koew wikal aha hats very bodies 
le | ſhould beradelike uaro his, (14: They reimembxed 
7. | how he called them Brethren,” and 61d them. that 
m | his Father was their, Father 41 his: God their God ; and 
xe | therefore dawbaed not; thet: what was beions for him 
ſhould he dane fortheml, ?;- Andhowhe __ that 
the might be.:with bing. LEN Pas, and btbgld (4.e.cnjoy} 
his glory which the Father ;bath gyven bim,' John-174 24: 
3 And how he: afluzed shem, is was the will-of bin 
that ſent bim, thatervery oe-mbo ſecththe Son, and beliep; 
«th on-bim,,| may barve ewwtlaſfting life, and he ſhould raiſe 
| bins 44þ at the laſt do, | weve" 49. + Which made the 
Apoltle. ſay, as:y9u heard { in the Chapter , before 
my Tex;..14-),zhey\knew, that-hie who: raiſed up 
he Lofd.,Jttus,xvouldtaiſe us up by Jeſus. + And 
6. | being raiſed up, they knew thar they ſhould be car- 
en | ried antothe gir, to meet the Lord, 1 Theff, 4. 17. Now 
13. | theſe bodies which-ve wear at preſent, are nor: of 
he | ati afrial-narure, bur gltogerher of: anearthly..: They 
of ||| are not fix to.be:rranſported: beyondthis lower Re- 

2 Igion:.. nor were made.tolive-in.any- other Ele- 
wn ment, than thatnwhich they. are. »;Nay,it would 
he ſbe!n eKeetrors, y+ 4, this:bodly;}t6 bt caughe 
: and} vp: above z! 4b we thaytd be 1n. 'tofwmualt 
| Iread-of i ngdowbio this [carchy whether, che 
avineſ<of zhrm doch: kdcho gui, my 
220mo} they 
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they muſt be changed, ifvve Po'to- is Evid 
in the air; as hebath promiſed weſhall! -Fot the | 
Apoſtle faith, he ſpake this by the word of the Lord, 
— . F An&he: promiſed "chefamewerd; thar | 
fo-we ſbult ewe with bins," 8; 19:5 Which we | 
cannot | conctive how this' earthly body: ſhould 
eridure. - It would ſoon be: weary of thar ſtrange 
place+- and groan and fight there, as mich as the 
toul doth hers JoaAvould'tby pinedfor wane © of 
beat and'drinik;" asrhe Spirit now'ls often" toormiuch 
Rifled with! them. ' And theref6re; inpurfuance of 
his Promiſe,” th crult)be headed ef kind\ of 
bodies ftred [colthan \Cowntre y: towhichithey-tralt 
be tranſported.” . Where: os 19d earth,nor wa- 
ter, nor {uch- creatures a&hive irethems': but ptire 
light of unicenceivable- briphenets: - Laſtly; they 
knew -thartheMembers nwſt nceds Be: made 2-44 
formable rothe Hend :' and therefore his hodYbring 
glorious,ſo muſtthis vite body of ours be madetoo ; 
asthe Apoſtle cells us, Phil: 3, 21. 1rawould bebur- ani 
ugly "s 2 among us,to behold an-hanforrie beautiful 
face, of. the pureſt complexioh, jayned-to-a body 
black and footy, whoſt- limbs: were-alt deformed 
—_— £o portioned. And much more iHzfavour- 
2 head of light, gliſteridg like-the Sun; 
anal che Memibetedatk as pireh; reſerbhi his 
Earth. | They ma _ <queſtids ithere- 
fore,: but chat whew he ſhoulda uppers apain>viſibly 
with cherwacncending on- bim;theyſhowld beie 


=? 's formec 
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They ors 't, fg 
Heaven, and faſhion them: after his own image : 
ie. T0, make them lighrſome, heavenly and ſpiri- 


cual,, according; to the working whereby be 1s able to ſub« 
due all things git. hingelf 43 Cor; 15.,49- Phil. 3.21. 


V1. Andihis txvly; they knew, as well as any 
thi elle thas he fsves Fox epermare, and can make 
good, his intengionsjand; gracious promiles. 
According 9.his own. words..-which he ſpake to 
St. Jobn —_ he appeared.to him, Rev. 1. 18. -I am 
he that lirveth and was ragt and behold, T lirve for erver- 
more, Amen ;. keyes of Hell ad Death: Thar 
he promuled uch pln thiags, they were. very 
ecrtain, for they heard him [p cak them,with their 
own ears, _ That itwas his ———_ kindneſs 
alone, which moved him, to penſrlt in 
thole , promiſes: they.) were well afford ; for, noch 
elie could perſwade him to. it. And chat - Bn 
er was equal 9. has will., zhey, had abundang, de- 
monſtration.; i fo ſaw v4 openthe eyes % 
him.that was _ ind; and-raiſt: eas out 
his. Grave, to behold che! light of. che Sun; } 
the beaurics | of this world. "Now, what tealon 

MAY $0-1BAgi0e; that: has goodneſs was leflen, 
gue Was exgreajel; ſince, here. 1s 
ne 


S 
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"Toy good tink, ! but. is TH growing better 2 
how:could thiey Fuſpe&t any- defect in-his' power, 
now that he we made Lord of all : and they felr 
kim atfo every Where preſent, towork-ſuch-won- 
ders at'theiryyord; that they raiſed the deadro life 
gain ; as he himfelf had done + Whar greater 
tHidetice could they \defire* of his*aBjlit to.make 
700d all' his promiſes, ' of raifing emſelves 
to a more ae life : They might very well 
ruſt his word, «that as the Father hath life in himſelf, 
fo bath fe girwen 0 the Sor tv have fem himſelf, John 
5- 26.” thar' þ# came-thut' they mght -barve bife; and: that 
t have it more abundantly, John (0.26, and 


thar beceuſe be lived jthey ruſs live alſo, John14. 19. 


VIEEf eel 7 Aince' they knew byrhe ſtrange 
change that wrought already 4n every one 
of their fouls; tharhe could caftly do as mich fot 
their bodies. 'Ttwas-no harder for him, they knew, 
td 6 mY + Jugginons body; thar- tt-\vas Jo tharyel- 
WiflY to Hlliyminate their minds : to rut this 
6arthl "houſe into an heavenly, thai to fill-the ſpi- 
rits of common men; with the Spirit and Witdom 
of God” © Phat pureneſs, agility and incortuptiont 
of the body which'rhey looked for: -wasss/eaſie 
tobe feftedin therwinKing of ancye; » As it Avas 
for rheir ſouls; to- receive on a ſudden fach- quick- 
neſs of ckoughts, the hghrof Propheey,the my 
Lanijiages\ and all-rhe veer: Soelichs:en 


_” 


Or, 
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merits ,, whith they found themſelves poſlefſed 
of, - - -He that had converted their minds int6 
a.kind of Angelical — knew,could 
raiſe them. ſtill to. what degree: he pleaſed ; . and 
convert their other part into as. higha-gloty. «$6 
thacthe Angels ſhould asmuch admire the chiange 
of the one, as they dig of the other; andas now 
they” defired-ra look-into the goodly fate of the 
Chriſtian Church : ſo hereafrer,they ſhould be very 
much ſurprized with the gr—_— of it; 
when they ſaw the dead railed, and made equal to 
themſelves. Þ ai 

Marcion indeed, and other aricient Hereticks, vih- 
fied the body ſo much, that they thought i unwor-+ 
thy of the Care of God. Bur as Tertullian (martly 
replyed, they loved it too well, though they de- 
{piſed and undervalued it ſo much»: and asfor God, 
he will never deſpiſe the work of hisown hands. 
And it is not one of his ordinary works neither, 
bur. the work of his Counſel; The receptacle of 
*.2 noble Spirit ;- that which miniſters ro the Moſt 
* High, and doth him ſervice; thar which is offer: 
*ed arid ſacrificed to him by the holy Martyrs; 


” © that which: the Son of God hiraſelf did-not _de- 


* ſpiſe.. Therefore, Abfit, abſit , ut Deus ingenic: ſui 
* caram, &c. Far be it from God, far be it from 
* him, to abandon and caſt 'away the care of his 


* Counſel, andadmirable contriyance, thereceiver 


_* of his breath;;the. Quecorof his Creation, theHeit 
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*© of his Liderality , the Prieſt and Miniſter of kis 
* Religion, . the Souldier of his Teſtimony, which 
<* witneſſes cohimbyſafferings, and, in one word; | 
< che Siſter of Chtift Jeſus, which he hath purchal- | 
«ed alſo with his blood: * > $213 935" | 
- - He will not forfake it, and leave 'it for ever in ' 
1tsruines. He will make it the ſubje& of more | 
of: his care, and beſtow on'it. more of his Coun- 
fel: He will make it far better, and'rurn it into 
2 NoblerBeing. And though the Apoſtles did not 
now feel the beginning of a change in it, as they 
did in their Spirits : yer, the wonderful” advance- 
ment which they felt in them, forced them to con- 
clude, that he could as eaſily raiſe and improve 
their mortal bodies. "And it was a proof alſo thar 
he would : for onePromiſe being fulfilled,of ſend- 
ing the Spirit upon them, it was an earneſt of the | 
other Promile, that he would turn theſe earthly bo- | 
dies into heavenly. Plane accepit & hic Spiritum Ca- 
ro, fed arrabonem, as the ſame Tertwllian ſpeaks. The 
Fleſh it ſelf alſo hath plainly here received the 
Spirit: but asancarneſt only. What God poured 
out upon their ſouls, was a pledge of his love to 


their bodies. Their fleſh hereby received a teſti- 


mony," that it ſhould be made {piritual and-incor- 


ruptible. | 


— . 


VIII. To-conclude; they knew likewiſe there 
had been fome alteration. already'raade, upon 6c- | 


caſion, 


' AFuneral Sermonupon 11Cos. V.1 


—— 


cafion, inthe body:of ſome of them and that others 
alſo: felt. an bigher elevation of their ſoul. As for 
the:bady, St. Sterven's face was fecn, as it had been. the 


| face of ani Angel, Acts 6. ult. Angelicum jam faſtigum 


mdierat, as the fore-named Author ſpeaks; he had 
already put on the-Angelical ſtate and dignity : he 
wag arrayed, for a time, with their brightneſs and 

lory. , It was not the Author ofthis Religion on- 
y,, which was transhgured:; bur his followers al- 
ſo, in. ſome meaſure. + And as that transfigura- 
tion of our Saviour on the holy Mount , was ta 
fore-ſhadow his glory in the Heavens: ſo. might 
this of St. Sterver's be, roſhew'! what God would do 
for. his faithful ſervants there. St. Paul was. more 
than-ordinarily aſſured of it; forhe was lifted up 
in ſou), at leaſt, ro the third Heavens, and carried 
Ikewiſe-mta Paradye, as he rells us.in( hap. 12. of this 
Epiſtle, In which places he heard, among the hea: 
yvenly company there, unexpreſſble werds : which ir 
was not pofhible_ for him to utter, and relate to 
others; when he came downto conceive with his 
brain, and ſprak with his rongue again. Bur this 
ecſtahe of Spirit, or tranſlation of Fi thither, gave 
him a high fore-tafte of the bliks of the caleftial . 
inhabitants : And clearly demonſtrated. what un- 
ſpeakable joy .and pleaſures our ſouls are :capable 
of, when they remove imothale Manſjons; andto - 
what -a pitch of glory both ſoul and body ſhall be . 
promoted, at thereſurreRtion of the dead.. 


"a 
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_ +It was manifeſt to them by alltheſemeans;rhav 
be- that bath the Son (i. e. effectually believes in Chriſt 
. and is his fairhful follower ) bathkfe: - And theſe 
things they have written unto us, that believe on 
the Name of the Son of God, that we may know, tha 
we have eternal life.” 1 Jobn5.12, 13. For faith is 
a cerrain and ſure way of Ys © as well as 
any elſe. ' And our Faith relies, you ſee, on the 
Teſtimony of the Men of God: who did not follow 
cunningly derviſed fables, when they made known the power 
and coming -of our Lord Jeſus , but were eye pitaſſe of 
bis Majefty, &c. 2 Pet. 1.16, 17. And as St. Paul 
{peaks inVer. 2. of the fore-going Chapter , bad re- 
nounced the hidden things. of diſhoneſty, not walking craf- 
tineſs, nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by mas 
nifeſtation of the truth , commending themſelcves to ev 
mans . conſcience in the fight of God. . There appeared 
nothing of fraud and guile in any of their (peeches 
or ations ; bur the greateſt ſimplicity , ingenuity 
and fingleneſs of heart, that can be imagined. They 
abominated all diſhoneſt dealing ; and did 'not 
pretend to receive things from the Lord', when 
they were but the devices or dreams of their own 
brains. - Bur, as-the Apoſtle tells them in this 
Epiſtte, (hap. 12. 12. the ſigns of-his being ſent of 
God were wrought among them, # all patience, im 
9ns, and wonders and mighty tleeds. That which they 
had beard, which they-had jeen-with their eyes; which 
they had looked upon; -and- their hands bad banked of | 
the . 


LS 
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the word of life, they declared: unto; the world. ' For 
the life was manifeſted ( ſaith St; John) and-we harve ſeen 
it, and bear witneſs, and ſhew unto\ you, that eternal 'life.. 
which was with the. Father, .and was. inegbed unto 1s. 
1 John1.1,2,3: Let us nor therefore be faith- 
leſs, bur believe the teſtimony of men ſo well aſ- 
ſured. For to think, that there is no habitation for- 
us inthe Heavens, afrer we depart from theſe earth- 
ly houſes, becauſe we were never there, is as fool- 
liſh and ſenſeleſs, as if a man bur poorly bred, and 
that had never ſtirred beyond the door of his Cot- 
rage-ſhould imagine,tharall Sagtodty buildings he- 
hears of at London,or whichare ſhown himfromche: 
rop of an Hull ſorne Miles diſtance from ir,are bur ſo- 
many Clouds and phanta{ms- in the Air, and haye- 
no real being, .. Letus but;a Hthtthe-awakenqur. 
ſouls, ro look beyond this houfe- of clay : Let 'us: 
but go out of doors in our thoughts and medita- 
tions, ſtretching our minds further than the things. 
of ſenſe, and ve ſhall clearly dilcergin this lighe 
of God which hath ſhone from-Heaven-upon'us, 
that there is a far more gloxions Rate, in a building, 
not made with hands eternal in/the Heavens. - For 
theſe things ſa;th the Amen, the faithful and true witnef« ; 
the beginnung \of the-Creation of; God. oe \Fheſe, 
things, ſayxhe- Servants of Chriſt, tþe Stewards of-the 
_—_ of, God ;- in all things approcumg; themſelroes to 
be his Miniſters, .  Cor.441» 2:6,4+ . Werought therefore 


j to.give the more; earneſt at Yn things which we, bare 


beard, 


_ -- —_— 
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heard , leſt at any time we ſhould let then ſlip. How 
ſhall, we ejcape, if we neglett ſuch ue ſalvation , which 
at\ the firſt began. #0 be:ſpoken by the Lord, and was con» | 
firmed unto us, \by-them that beard bim: God alſo bearmg | 
them witneſs, both with ſigns and wonders, and with dirvers | 


Miracles and. Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his will ? 
z-Heb. kt, 3, F BY | 


LE.- 


- And that you may be moved to the greater at- 
refifign to theſe 17 jor not to {light the report 
of oiirLord himfelt,- and-of men choſen of God 
to be his witneſſes: - give me leave to ſpeak a few 
words of the- other remaining Heads ( mentioned 
at 'the- beginning): which will add {ome ſtrength 
ind force ro what you havtheard, | 

- It is conſiderable then, that this was a marrer ge- 
nerally known: a thing wherein they were all 
agreed: - They: had x knowledge, as Fhave told you, 
of them, and/notiarmeer opinion. 'Ir-was nor only 
a probable; buta certaintruth, which they preach- 
ed totheworld. - And yet an opinion that is riot; 
private; but common, \is very much reſpeRed, and 
carrics ng-ſrhall Authotity- with: We are altve- | 
ry much over-awed by char which is univerſally re- 
ceived: and inclined to follow that, which is every 
where had inreverence. How much morethen, is 
this to þe regarded, and worthy of poor, 

: which 
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which ſtands upon ſuch folid foundations , and to 
which there was alſo a common conſent? T 
> | were all ſatisfied, that this was the yery truth of 
14 J God; there was nodiſpute or diviſion among them 
's {| about this Doctrine: It wasthe thing which they 
; had heard from the beginning, that this is the —_ which 
5 he hath promiſed us, even eternal life, 1 John 2. 24,25. 
1 This was every Apoſtles ſenſe; this they all 
reached ;- this every Chriſtian believed. Ir was 
the common Faith of Gods ele ; the common hope of their 
- bearvenly calling ; and, in one word, the common ſalrva- 
t tion; Titus 1: 1,2, 4. Ephel. 4.4. Jude. It was 
d 7 not the belief of Sr. Pawalone: he wasnorthe on- 
of ly man that publiſhed this glad tydings to- the 
d | qyorld. But they all heard the voice of Chriſt, 
h j they all beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begorren of the Father ; they all were witneſſes of 
- | his reſurreQion ; andall feltthe ſame miraculous 
Il |} change wrought intheir ſouls : and as our Lord 
1, | prayed, that they might be one, as he and the Father 
y | were (John17.9.) ſothey unanimouſly delivvered that 
1- which they recerved (1 Cor. 15: 3.1.) and- preached 
Tt | this hope of the Goſpel toervery creature which is under hea» 
d: } ven, Col. 1. 23.: teaching every man in all wiſdom, that 
| they might preſent every man perfebt m oP Teſus. 
t= | WhereuntsI alſo labour (taith the ſame Apoſtle) ftrrve- 
ing according to his workmg, which worketh in me mightily. 
Ib. V. 28,29. - 
This ſhews, that they had no ſlight and _ 
E 2 Cla 
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_ thoughts of the life to come ; but that they 


were excceding, {crious in the belief of ir, being 
rooted and, grounded in this truth. Which: will! 
;more. fully appear, if yougoan to conſider, 


ITE. 


| That they knew theſe: things ſoclearly, and were 
ſoabundantly ſatisfied inthe certainty of them, that 
they made them their {cope andtheir aim, to which 
they directed, and at which they levelled all their 
deſires andendeayours. T histhe Particle FOR. 

| puts us in mindof.; which ſends our thoughts back 


ro the words befpre, and gives us an account of that 
character. which we there find of the Apoſtles of 


yy 493%" our Lord ;. who. looked * not at the things which were | 
PO 


ſeen, but-at the things which werenot ſeen. They were 
ſo perſwaded of this happy ſtate hereafter , that ig 
was alwayes in their eye ; and they made it the 
mark to which they bent all their thoughts , de- 
ſigns and labours. They lighted and. trod upon 
all other things, in compare with this; which 
they valued infinitely above all the contentments 
and (arisfa&tions of this preſent life. There were 
none of them, that ſtudied ro make any purchaſes 
in this world, tolay to their earthly houſe. They || 
had nodeſigns to grow rich and great; to pro- | | 
vide themſelves with fair eſtates, or to raiſe-them- 
ſelves a Name and a praiſe among men, They 


did 


ſerve 
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did not follow the pleaſures of this world , nor 
contrived how heicbody mightenjoy irs eaſe, and 
rake its fill of ſenſual delights. No ; though they 
wrought Miracles with a word of their mouth, 
they never employed any of them for their tem- 
oral gain and advantage. Silver and Gold they 
Fad none, though they were inriched with all the 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. - They healed all man- 
ner of Diſeaſes, but received nothing for the Cure. 
They ſpoke with Tongues,taught Myſteries,in{tru- 
&edmen in heavenly knowl:dge ; bur freely they 
received, and freely they gave to all their Diſci- 
ples. None of them ſought to advance himſelf 
to the degree of a Noble man, or a Ruler of this 
world. None of them laboured {o much, as to 
ſertle himſelf in a comperent Eſtate : bur they 
went up and down, as their Maſterdid, and had no 
certain dwelling-place. They ſought only for 
this building of God, which is above : rhe mberitance 
__— and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
in Heaven for us. This was all the poſleſ- 
fjonsthat they aimed at. 'T hey hadnothing intheir 
thoughts, bur to. go to Jeſus, and to carry others 


along with them,to thole celeſtial Manſions where 


he is. A great token of the ſincerity of their 
belief : amaniteſt demonſtration, thatthey thought 


| themſelves ſure of what they preached. For: 


otherwiſe, they would not have been (o fooliſh. 
and. unthrifry, as not to have made ſome preſent 


E 3 re:- 


ke.” Funeral Sermon upon l[1Co &.Y.1. H 


ternporal benefit ,' of that great knowledge and 


power, wherewith they were endowed. 
TV. 


But more than this: they were ſo ſure of this 
buildmg of God in the Hearvens, chat they endured all 
ſorts of miſeries and pains in this life, meerly in 
hopes and expe&tarions of it. So St. Paul tells us, 
as] noted belice in the fore-going Chapter: and 
gives us a more particular account of his —_, 1 
whereby he approved himſelf a Mmiſter of God, Chap. 8. 
4,5,8,9,10. and afterward a larger Catalogue of 
them, ( hap. 11. 23, 24, 25, 26,27. Which when you 
have read, you will not doubt, but that they knew 
whom they bad truſted ( as he ſpeaks in another place, 
2 Tim. 1. 12.) and were perſwaded , that be was able to 
keep that which they had commutted unto him agamſt that day, 
They expoſed this houle, | mean this Body, where- 
in they were, to all the injuries and violence of an 
angry world. They regarded nor what breaches 
were made in it by cruel hands. They tufftered ir 
to be rifled and ſpoiled of all irs goods. They 
ler it be ripped up and laid bare, that men might 
{ee into the ſincerity of their hearts in this belief, 
Nay, they cared not though it were pulled down, 
and laid even with the ground. They let fire be 
ſer to it, and conrentedly ſaw it turn'd to aſhes. 
Which they could never have conſented unto, if 
they 
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they had not been aſſured of a better habitation, 
4 building of God, eternal in the Hearvens. Were they, 
think you, the only fools, who knew not what 
was good for themſelves > Were men of ſo great 
knowledge, can you imagine, deſticute of ſo much 
Wit, as not to underſtand the value of life 2 Were 
they. ſo groſly ignorant, as not to know, that plea- 
ſure is better than pain? And a poor houle, better 
than none at all ? What {hould make them then 
forſake the common ſenſe of mankind , who by 
all means labour to preſervelife, and ſeek ro main- 
tain the comforts and enjoyments of it; unleſs it - 
were tþis belief, which l ſpeak of, thatthey ſhould 
gain amore happy life, by leaving this, and make 
an exchange of a mean and contemptible dwel- 
ling, for one more honourable and glorious? It 
was not a fancy, that could prevail, with ſuch wiſe 
men as they appeared, againſt ſenſe and. bodily 
feeling. Though fools may carelefly throw them- 
ſelves into dangers, yet we cannot conceive how 
men of ſuch divine reaſon, could ſupport them- 
ſelves by meer imagination, under ſomany dread- 
ful ſufferings. We mult rather conclude, rhat ir. 
wasthe prelence and real poſleſſioa of ſome great 
good, abaknly ſurpaſſing all. others, which made. 


them quit ſo eaſily , that which others hold ſo. 
faſt ; and endure 1o conſtamly, that. which others . 
ſo ſolicitouſly labour te avoid... Anditis con» 
ſiderable, that they not only ſuffered. all rhe tor-- 

T5 mens. 
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ments the world could inflict; but under-wetit | 
them with great patience , and admirable quiet of 
mind. Nay, they endured, not only with pati- 
ence, but with joy : nay, counted it all joy, when they 
fell into divers tryals. And more than this , 
they gloried in tribulations: _ eſteemed it as a 


gift on the behalf of Chriſt, not only , #0 believe on bim, 
but to ſuffer alſo for bis ſake. As if they had look- 


ed-on their ſufferings, with the ſame eye thatthey 
did on their ccoleſtal habirations : which they 
made account were a gift, a grace and favour of 
God tothem. Nor was thereany of them other- 
wiſe minded: but they all departed fromthe pre- 
{ence of the Council where they had been beaten, 
rejoycing that they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for 
his name, Ad&ts 5. 41. and (as St. Paulreſtifies of him- 
{elf ) none of theſe things morved them , neither counted 
they their lirves dear unto themſel-ves, ſo that they might 
fimſh their _ with joy, Ats 20.24. There was 
not one of them thar ſhrank back , when his life 
was in danger, and would nor leave his poſlefli- 
ons here: which we may well think, would have 
hapned., if they had not verily believed as they 
ipake. Some or other of them would have dilco- 
vered the fraud, if they had gone abour- to abuſe 
the world. A Rack would have made themſpeak 
che truth : 'aGibber, the Fire, or (ome other tor- 
ture, would have drawn from them another con- 
ton ,- if they- could have 1{ajd any thing - bur 
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this ; that the crucified Jeſus was alive again, and 
' was. gone to Heaveri, and lived! for evermore, and 
had ill, power in Heaven and Earth, and would re- 
ccive their Spirits, and raiſe: thein dead bodies, that 
they might live and reign for. ever with him, inthe 
hi SS holy place where he is... , Butin thisthey 
al adarres yr lay down thejx Jives, and ſuffer them- 
ſelves :ro__ be cpſt -out:'of 'their preſent dwel- 
lings : which was a ſign they had good ſecurity 
given them of enjoying everlgſtin habitations ( as 
our: Saviaur calls them, Luke 16. 9.) which no pow- 
er on earth can touch. -: | {Andrthat brings me ro 
the laſtching :; the Apoſtle took his ſecurity to be 
ſo unqueſtionable, that he ſaith, &youer, we harve 2 
building of God. 


V. 


They were ſo ſure of this, thatit ſeemed ro them, 
as if they had this houſe not made with hands, in 
_ poſſeſſion. They ſpeak as men that be- 


ong to two Countreyes , and have eſtates in this, 


and in_ another Kingdom : who, if they leave one; 


are owners of Lands, Revenews, and Houſes elfe- - 
where. Such.men may ſay, we have a building,afd 
ſtill go to their own, . when they have left or loſt 
one of their habitations. Though they cannot 
dwell in both their houles ar once, yet they:call 
them both theirs. And whenthey remain in one, 
l F _ they 
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they reckon the other their own ;. though ir be ar 
2 diſtance from them, and they . muſt rravel} 
a great way before my can bein n. _Inthisman- 
ner the A diſcourſes of their habication wich 
God. He made account it belonged tothem, and 
might be called theirs; though they lived as yer 
in another place, - For, - They had a right and 
title to it. And *- They had good Deeds and Evi- 
dences ( as haverold you)to ſhew for it. + Which 
proved, that it was ſerled on them by the Will and 
Teſtament of Jeſus Chriſt their Lord and Maſter. 
+ Fo which they had the witneſs of the Spiric in 
their hearts ; which was the Earneſt of the tuberi- 
tence, whereby they were ſealed to the day of redemps 
tion. 5- Sothatin concluſion, they might lay claim 
to it when they departed this world. They might 
challenge ir as their own, and lay bold on eternal life 
by vertue of his Promiſe, and that Teſtament of 
has, which he had written and ſealed with his own 
blood, and further confirmed by his Reſurretion 
from the dead, and the Holy Ghoſt ſent down 
from Heaven. And therefore our Lord himſelf 
uſes the ſelf-ſame language ; aſluring his Diſciples, 
thar his Doctrine being heartily received, was a 
ſeed' of immortal life in them ; and knit them (o 
rohimlſelf, that they could no more periſh, than He 
who hives for eyer. Verily, verily, I jay unto you, 
he that believeth on me, hath erverlaſting life. Who [0 
cateth wry fleſh and drinketh my blood, bath eternal life, and 
| I 
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I will raiſe bim -up at the laſt day. He dwelleth in mt, 
and { in him. As the roving Father bath ſent me, and 1 
live by the Father: fo, he that eateth me, even be ſhall 
live by me. John 6. 47. 54,56, 57- 


USE. 


The properUſe of which Do&trine, is contain- 
ed in thoſe words of this Apoſtle, 1 Cor: 15. ult. 
Therefore my dearly belorved Brethren , be ye ſtedfaſt, uns 
movable, alwayes abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſ« 
much as ye know, that your labour is not in vam m the 
Lord. . Which words inſtru&t and put us1in mind, 
1- That we muſt work in this earthly houſe where- 
in we dwell. Weare in a place of labour, and not 
of idleneſs and ſport. There is ſome ſerious buſi- 
neſs, in which we are to be imployed, if wemean 
to approve our ſelves good Tenants to the great 
ms. of the world, and be preferred by him to 
better poſſeſſions. * And that this work is the 
work of the Lord, which we muſt carefully atrend ; 
or elſe our pains and travell is buta buſie idleneſs. 
We were not ſent hither, only rotoil and ſwear for 
the goods of this life. Nor do we acquit our 
ſelves like honeſt men, meerly by diligence in the 
works of our Calling, and making a careful pro- 
viſion for our ſelves and families. But ourbuſineſs 
is, to-mortifie all immoderare deſires afrer riches, 
or- any other: carthly enjoyments: to purge our 

143 F 2 ſelves 
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ſelves: from coverouſneſs, fromluft, : from-intem- 

erance; from envy and wrath; from pride and 
uncharitableneſs., and all other fins : to acknow- 
ledge the bounty-of our Creator ' and Redeemer ;, 
to Five by faith in God , to love him above all 
things ; to reſign our ſelves intirely to his wiſe 
and holy will; to imitate him in doing of good ; 
and faichfully to acquir our ſelves in all other du- 
ties which heiexpeRs from us. For as he is a. 
good Tenant,, who performs his contraſt and 
makes good the Covenant , that is between him, 
and the perſon of .whom he holds : ſo he is a good 
Chriſtian, who uprightly and ſincerely endeayours 
to perform the Cakes: wherein he ſtands engaged 
to our Lord , by whoſe will he hath promiled to 
be governed, and not by his own. We are all bound 
ro. him in a very ſacred Covenant; and ſtand ob- 
liged to him in ſeveral ſervices. If wedehre then, 
to have his fayour, and hope for a kind reception 
by: him into a berrer habitation, when we remove 
from. hence ; ler us tye our. ſelves ſtriftly ro the 
work which he hath preſcribed us, and-uſe our 
beſt diligence, that we may never violatethe bonds 
that are between us. For. which end, it highly 
Concerns us, to remember the:Yows we made. at 
our entrance .into. his ſervice; //to read often-'ovex 
therenor of the Covenant, whichiwe then l1gned 
and ſealed; diligently ro peruſe thoſe Sacred Wri- 
tings, to: which we have conſented, and x0 ary 


ſtand compleatly the -bleſſec Goſpel of: Chriſt, 
which tells us, that not eTery.,one = calls him Lord, 
Lord, ſhall enter. into the Kon Heoven, but be.that 
doth the will of bis Father, whch.s ww Heirven, . "Which 
will he hath. faichfully,repprredto us, and aſſured 
us,” that he; is the way, the truth, and the life : whoſe 
oftrine and: example, if wefollow not, we vainly 

ope, toinheritthe Kingdomoof God... Inſhorr, 
thete 15 great reaſon, we ſhould: work, becauſe we 
expect ion reward ;, and that we ſhould do his 
work, and live up to the Rules of his Religion, be- 
cauſe. we, expect this Reward from our Lord. 
Nay, 3, We ,g\wit_be. abwdart:jn che. work of the 
Lord; labouring to purtfie Our ſelves as he is pure , to 
be merciful. as be us merciful,. and to be filled with all the 
fruts of righteouſneſs, which are by Chriſt Jeſus, unto the 
glory and praiſe of God. The reaſon 1s, becaule we 
expect ſuch a great and plentiful reward from oar 
Lord; who hath girven. us exceeding great and pretious 
promiſes, that by theſe we might. be partakers of a wine 
nature, haromg ef pes the. corruption that is im the. world 
through luſt: Andtheretore giving all diligence, gd ts 
your faith, -oertue; and to Vertu, knowledge and . to 
krowledge, temperance ; and to temgerance, patience. ;. and to 
patience, godlineſ's.; Fur? to. godline/s, brotherly. kindedneſs , 
os charity. * For ſo an entrauce ſhall 


id to brotherly, kindneſs, | 
be min red unto.you udantly into the everlaſting King- 


| our Lord and Saviour JeſusChriſt.. And,| may 
add, that thelc things be i ound, 
eſs ; F 


z 


us and abound, ey 
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will kighly raiſe and enoble our natures, before we 
artive at thoſe heavenly places, For this poor 
earthly 'houfe, wheteiti'we now are, will by this 


eats herurned into 2 goodly Temple.” So this 
poftte calls even the Body of holy Chriſtians, the 


Temple of the IDE Cor. 6.19. What agtori- 


ous change is this ?* Whar a ſtrange alterarion doth 
the new Creatute-tnake? - Corpus iſtal, Platenica ſex- 


- cum" m Chrifte eft, LT 
Tertulkan {peaks 1m his Boo of rhe Soul. *'Thy body, 


which, in the Platonical opinion, is but a Priſon; in the 


Apoſtolical is a Temple, when i# is m Chriſt. ' When our 
Lord poſlefles and govetns ir, he elevares the con- 
dition of this vile body; even while it is upon the 
earth. He' makes it a place where God dwells. 
where God is wozſhipped and glorified ; where 
appears and manifeſts himſclt. What a ſtrong. in- 
vitation is this to all that believe, to turn from eve- 
ry evil way; andto be holy, as hethar hath called 
us is holy in-all manner of converſation? Whereby 
they will be turned inco ſuch beautiful and glorious 
bernacles, asro become the habitation of God'through 
the Spirit. 4 And what can more powerfully move 
us, than all theſe conſiderations, to be ſtedfaſt- and un- 
moveable m the work'o f the Lord ; it any tempration 
aflaulrus, and begin to ſhake the conſtancy of bur 
Chriſtian reſolution 2 The Apoſtle might” well'be. 
ſerch-us to ſtand faſt , as a body doth that is firmly 
ſcated uponxgood baſis and foundation :for we = 
| be aith 
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ſaich he, that our labour ſhall not be- in van in the Lord. 
As we know, that the temptations which flatter us, 
are. very: inviting to our Ref] appernes ; as we 
fech the alluremenrs of rhe pleaſures and adyancage: 
of this world : ſo we know, if we be 74 ELL: oi 
there are infinitely better things to counter-bal- 
lance and weigh down the Frirckof all the rempra- 
tons, which Slicice us.... We. are aſfured, if we 
keep our Ration, and preſerve out ſelves holy and 
undefiled, that we have a-building with God, that 
is ugmoveableand cannot. be ſhaken. Let us keep 
our ſelves therefore in our ſear; let us not be mov- 
&d by any of the enticements of the world, nor by 
any ſhock which violent hands may give.us: | for 
weare, bult upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
bets ; pry apt ent by pales] G fondly tothe 
romiſe .of life, which 1s mn ( byt WS. el.. 2.20. 
- _ ! 1. Ourhope ſtands f awd _— 
and building up our ſelryes in our moſt holy faith, prayorg n 
the Holy GER. kevjew ſelroes in the love of Gf ot | 
for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal fe. 
[ude 20,21: _ 
There are bur theſe rchreethings, my beloved, to - 
be.done, for the attaining of this heavenly conditi+ 
on. Fuſs Strongly to believe, that there 1s ſuch an- 
happy ftare. . - Secondly, To believe,.chat rhey only, 
ſhall enjoy ir, who love God, and livein obedience 
ro.the Golpel'of Chriſt... And Thirdly, To-be led by 
this faich, anLaQaccording ta the necellary directi- 


ON 
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on of it. New how eaſies that, when wwe have 
convinced out felves thoroughly of the rwoformer ? 
All the difficulty anttabour, isto believe ſeripuſly, 
and ſtedfafity co perfwvade our ſelves'of the truth'of 
thoſe things which God hath prepated for thoſe thac 
love him. . When they are become fenfible to us, 
and we look conftantly for the mercy of our Lord 
unto erernaltife .” we cannot chuſe but endeavour 
to artain ther; more. than the beft condition that 
this world affords, And whenwe ſee, that they 
cannot þe poſlefſe4 withour an holy life" ow 
ſhould hinder us, fromt barving our fruit unto bolintſs, 
wi end ts everlaſting life evans An 
"?It 1s manifeſt, that as the nature of man'is formed 

to chuſe that which is deemed good, and to leave 
and eſchew that which is apprehended to be evil: 
fo it ismade rofprefery a great good before'a lictle,, 
and to abandon a trifling enjoyment ,”if by thar 

means we may eſcape a fore milchief, and gain a 

more, noble andilluftrious happinefs. qNow it is 

no lefs apparent, thats Roydl Palaces more gde- 

firable in all mens eyes, thana little hovel of Furf- 
atid Straw ; ah everlaſting building, that will need 

no tepairs, norever fall tothe Frond, tg bechofen 

before-a cortering frame, © Whichievery guit ofwind 
ſhakes} and muſt "ſhortly ramble into che duſt up- 
on which ir ſtands. 'Whar is the marret chen; char 

men preferr the condition af a'Beggar. before thar 
of a Prince ? "That they fet'their hears wpon that 
7 which 
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which is builtupon a dung-hill, before that, yvhofs 
foundations are in Heaven, and ſtands upon the im- 
mutable Promiſe and Power of God? I mean, that 
the pleaſures and enjoyments of this life, gain an 
higher eſtcem in their thoughts, than the delirious 


joyes of the world to come? And the dull enter-* 


taiaments of this body, are advancedand lifted up 
to an higher place in their afeQions, than all the 
entertainments of the foul; yea, and thoſe which 
God hath provided for the body it ſelf, if we would 
manage and order all its deſires, according to his 
holy will? There can no cauſe be aligned of 
this prepoſterous choice, bur only this; that they 
feel thele preſent things, but have no feeling of 
thoſe thatare to come: They ler ſenſe prevail above 
faith : and whathere addreſſes it ſelf zo them, they 


reccive with a greater affection, than they do the _ 


reports of thoſe heavenly things, which our Savi- 
our hath brought to light by his Goſpel. They 
taſte the pleaſures of meat and Fink 

enjoyments of a fleſhly Nature; bur have little or 
no relliſh at all of thoſe delights which are ſpiri- 
rual : for the hope of which , our Lord and his 
Apoſtles deſpiſed the other, as not worthy to be 
compared. with the pleaſures thatare at Gods righr 
hand for evermore. They feel this Body where- 
in they now are; andthough it be heavy and bur- 
denſome in fome conditions of lite, yer ir is ber- 
ter a great dcal than none at all. . _— 

G r 


, and all the. 
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_ heavenly building ſeems to be :- becauſe our 


ſouls are not united to.it, and have no ſenſe of ir , 
bur look upon. it, as. a thing that is not, ane never 
ſhall be beſtowed en them. 

We muſt perſwade our ſelves then of the reality 
* and certainty. of the ſtate which is to come: we 
muſt labour ro touch. it, andlive'in a conſtant ſenſe 
and expectation of. it... *. . By - faith we muſt bring 
our minds to {ome {ſuch union and conjunction 
with that houſe not made with hands , as they 
have with this tabernacle. wherein. they now:. in- 
habit, {4 11,4 5 | 

We muſt let our thoughts, as they ſay, dwell 
upon it : for though a thing be never fo certain in 
ic (elf; yer, if we donor apprehend ir fo ro be, ir 
will nomore.move us, than it.it werenor ar all: And 
according as the reatons and motives that we have 
of faith, are little or great : fo. will our perfwalſi- 
Gons be weak and feeble, or ſtrang and powerfull: 
If we would have our:-Faiththendo anything wor- 
thy of the Goſpel, and produce any. goodefteds in 
our hearts, we muſt firmly lay thegrounds of it; and 
keep them alwayes viſible, naked. and bare to our 
eye ; and-we-mulſt often look upon them, and['dili- 
gently conſider them::. elſe All thatwe buikdupon 
it, will ſhake and waver; and be apt, upon-tvery! 
temptation, to be overthrown. - :+ That: is ;-ivae: 
muſt conſtantly repreſent tor our felves: ther Lord 
Jelus, as the firſtibegorren framtho dead; andihe 


Prince 
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Prince of the Kings of the. Earth ; as gone intothe 

eavens, and there ſat down at the right hand of 
the Throne of God, Angels and Authorities and 
Powers being made {ubject rohim; as the Lord of 
life and glory, who is gone to prepare a place for 
us, and will come again and receive us to himſelfs 
that, where he is, thexe we may be alſo. Then will 
theſe ſpiritual things be as much valued by. us, as 
now they are deſpited : and we ſhall as much light 
all theſe bodily enjoyments, asnow they are overs 
prized. We {hall nor content, for any good in 
this world, to loſe our portion with him; bur chulſe 
rather todye a thouſand deaths, than not receive 
the Crown of life. In ſhort, the Faith of Chri- 
ſtians will then be ablete do,as much as Senſe now 
doth. | 

As that now diſparages andthruſts by the things 
of Faith, becauſe they feeni Nothing or Uncertain; 
ſo Faith will put by all the-temprarions of ſeals, 
and bid them ſtand aſide, becaule it apprehends 
celeſtial things to be ſure and certain r00, - ; , Fog 
if they appear as real and certain things, they muſk, 
asI told you, be preferred, becaule they are"inh- 
nitely better than all other, and have nothing to 
diſparage them, but only their {cetming uncertain 
ty. - [They will undoubtedly make. us: dg',and 
ſuffer the will of our Lord- with' all cheartulnels 
and patient perſeverance, while we ate here. and 
: make us ready-to.go from hence withthe like clicer- 
t G 2 fulnels, 
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fulneſs, when or howſoever itſhall be his will and 
leaſuire to call for us. . 

And what if he ſend for ſome of our Friends and 
dear relations,;to come away before us? Will nor the 
belief of thefe things, make us with ſome cheerful - 

Heſs or contentment reſign them to him ? There can 
be no greater comfort than this Diſcourle, againſt 
the grief we are apt to conceive at their departure. 
For Jewb is but the pulling down of an earthly 
houſe , that they may paſs out into an heavenly, 
Andit is not the goingof our Friends quite away, 
bur only their going before : and if they be godly, 
they are gone intoaberter dwelling. Why thould 
we moum then immoderately, as thoſe that have 
fio hope ?* Would we not have our Friends advance- 
ed ? Do we grieve that they are poſſeſſed of a 
more ' plentiful eſtate? And weep perpetually, that 
they hve like Kings, and reign with Chriſt in glori- 
ons Pallaces ? O let not the tears flow too faſt. 

. Look upon the Heavens, and dry youreyes: for out 

of an carchly hole, all purified touls take their flight 
above thole [patious Vaults. From cold, hunger, 
thirſt and nakedneſs, they go to a'place, where 
there are none of thele neceflitiess Would you 
have your Children lye alwayes in their (wadling- 
clothes 2 Or,when they aregrown bigger ; doyou 
deſire they, ſhould alwayes go in their fide-coares ? 

Do you iigh to fee them. beyond their» non-age, 
and grown to the ſtare of men and women ? Would 

| you 
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ou havethem return to their infancy again , and 
S344 liztle children, meerly that you. may play 
with them 2 Why do you take it ill then, thar 
your Friends are grown to an higher ſtature? Why 
do you lament G heavily, that they are. ſtript of 
their raggsto put on richer apparel 2 Why do you 
not rather comfort your ſelves, that they are in the 
condition of An &f; ,, and numbred. among the 
Sons of glory ; xk entred into. the farify of 
God above, inthe Court of Heaven ? Conſider [ 
beſeech you, that roo long continued bewailings of 
the loſs of our holy Friends, doth betray our Igno- 
rance or forgetfulneſs of the glory jr, the other 
world. Ir is a fign we do not know, or elſe not. 
think of, that which the Apoſtle here preaches. 
We are burtin adream of happineſs all this while, 
and ſce but the ſhadows and images of it. There 
is little or nothing of this felicity which we touch 
and feel ; or that ſtrongly affe&s our heart. For 
if it did, weſhould belarisfied; both becauſe they 
are gone to it, and ve may one day follow them. 
If they loved our Lord in (incerity, he hath beter 
provided for them, than if they had ſtaid in our. 
company. And if we love himtoo; and o be per- 
Graded of his love to us; they are but poor thoughts 
that we have of him, which cannot ſupply the 
place of a Friend, a Brother, an Husbagd, or 4 
Wife : and but low thoughts that we have of his 
happineſs ; if there benot a great deal more ia it: 
; | G 3, | kO., 
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ro quiet and compoſe” us, than'thefe isin the loſs of 
any thing in this world to tronble and-diftarb us. 
It was. a notable, {xying of one. of the Antients ; 
char the oils of Philoſophers bacbe the Body for their bouſe, 
but they that ars ignorant 5, enjoy it but as their priſon. 
The truth of whichis roo apparent. For the un- 
believing and ungodly are thut up cloſe in their 
Bodies : and fetrered within thoſe walls of fleſh. 
They atetyed tothetn by as many chains, as they 
have Members : and have no other light, but whar 
.comes in at the holes of their eyes, . no other com- 
fort; but what they receive by the means of the 
reſt af their bodily: ſenſes. Whereas all fairhfull 
ſouils enjoy a (greater freedome. They can go out 
of doors, and are art liberty to walk abroad, and 
take. a view.of unfeen enjoyments. They can 
look up'z while the. higheſt Heavens, and be- 
hotd, inthe lightof God, the glory of our Lord, the 
innumerable company of Angels, and the Spirits 
of juſt men made perfet. The ſhorteſt glimpſe 
of whole happinels, is able to cheer and refreſh 
their ſouls in the moſt diſconfolare condition. 
And if they can but think of their Friends depart- 
ed, as Members of that bleſſed Sociery ; the re: 
membrance of them, will never:fail to be accom- 
panied with fuch a taſte of joy, as ſhall take away 
the "bitterneſs of all their forrows, -; "Into that 
plorious aflembly of Saints , our good Friend, 

Kite no queſtion'is gone; whole carthly houfe 


we 
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we come hereto lay; for a time, in-its Grave... In 
whom, you. might have. ſeen, an example of, the 
force of this Divine Faith,';,, whzch as zt was. the 
guide and principe of zhe, a ions of his life : fo 
ic was the exceeding joy, and. corafort, of his hearr 
at death. For that+he ſeemed yo fearno more, 
than he did his ſleep... He went. 2s, willingly, our 
of this body, as he was wont, to do out. of his own 
houſe into this place, the Houſe of God :. and .lefr 
the deareſt relations with ſuch (arisfaction, as if he 
were taking 2.journey tothem; ; Avery noblede- 
gree of Chriſtian, confidence! . And: yer, no mgre 

than might be expected ro.wazt :on a long trajn, 9 

other excellent qualities , which were eminent. in 
him. * Of which, 1f I procecd to ſpeak. a,few 
words, . not meerly, to comply with Cuſtome, ,,bur 
ro furniſh you with a worthy, example; .as 1 am 
ſure I ſhallnot wrong the truch : ſol hope, L ſhall 
as little vex your patience. 20: 


. . £3 ST - 
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Here arc none here oo preſume, that think. ir 
. 4 crime , to praiſe thoſe that highly deſetve 
it :, nor are of thezr humour, who make a ſcruple, 
ro commend the. dead, thoughthey make none, rv 
diſcommend and_calumniate bark dead and living. 
'Av. wit by 2odopery , 31, (as the Apoſtare Emperor 
ſpeaks , for this is no new Vice) It. rhezebe an acca- 

an for repghachey, Bf 505 FRG PhereAEaIW ayes 
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| over hisrongar, refpe&ful roSuperionts, obedient 


thoſe ready, who will not be ſparing of them : bur 


if there be an occaſion giyen ta commend another, 


they can find 'no rongue' for that imployment. 
Nay, they look upotr it, 'dowe avanupe roots, as 
if it were'bur a piece of profufeneſs, and an un- 
thrifry vanity : fic 2 ſuperfluous expence, thar ir 
1s 0ne/-of their yertues to fave themſelves that coſt 
and charges. * BurtGood Men think, thar iris fac 
more pn - ro praiſe the truly Vertuous 
even above their merits; than to be alwayes car- 

ing at others, and back-biting them, chough th 

ould deferveſome reproof. Formy part, [ſhall 
nor: willingly fall into either of theſe guilts. As 
have no diſpoſition to detra& from an enemy : ſo 
[ ſhall nor be prodigal in the commendation of a 
Friend. Bur rather ,be ſo frugal and ſparing ar 
this time, as co comprehend all that[ have to lay, 
nnder-thele three Heads. 

1. In General : He was one that endeavoured his 
wayes might be found perfect before God. And 
not, one of the lame w, criple Chriſtians of theſe 
dayes,who hopeto goto Heaven, with one wooden 
leg. He was careful, | mean, ro. maintain good 
works, as the neceſſary fruigs of Chriſtian Faith : 
and fuch 'works-2s are due to men, as well as thoſe 
that have a more immediate reſpe& toGod. Godd 
Morality, was partof his Chriſtianiry, © Fo be juft 
and charitable, induſtrious in his charge, watchful 


ro 
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ro Govemnours, nat to ſpeak evil: of Dignities, to be 
very ſparing in his cenlures, and kind rq thole that 
differed from him, were a piece of his Conſcience ; 
as well as to read, andpray, and preach, and fre- 
quent all the Worſhip -of God. '- *Arenloy 8 & pane 
«ads, &c. For it 1s aſtupid thing and exceeding 
impudent, to thinkto pleale God, without the hearty 
ſtady-of Vertue; as'the fore-named Emperour ex- 
callently ſpeaks. Into whom the Chriſtian Religion 


had funk to far, as-to make him remember, thar 


+ 


TVT& | places Yaipey vrodailiey Þ Dear, X Tt 15 to be * Orar. 2. 
ſuppoſed, that God rejoyces moſt of all in this, and 7 '3® 


that you cannot gratifie him ſo much by. any 
means, as by being good. Nor, that we arc:to 
negle& his Worſhip and Service ( as he proceeds) 
nor becareleſs in doing him honour ; but we ſhould 
exerciſe the greateſt piety , with the ſtudy of all 
Verrue. For, to lay the truth, holy Devotion is, 
vis Srxeuoovns hxyoG-, one of the Daughers of Ju- 
tice; the fruit of narural Equity : without which, 
we canvot be (aid, to be honeſt men. Ir 15a thing 
due to our Creator, as other things are to our neigh» 
bours : and he cannot be a righreous man who 
doth not honour God, no more than he that doth 
not love his Brother. But more particularly. 

2. That which deſerves, among other Chriſtian 
Vertues, to be remembred in him ( becaulelo rare 
and lictle regarded ) is his great Modelty of Spi- 


rit,and Huruliry of Mind and Behaviour. He wes 
ot be * not 
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not ſo. il farniſh't and provided-, but that he had 
abundant marter for Diſcourſe, in things belonging 
to his Profeſſion : and yer, | alwayesobleryed, that 
he loved. ro enquire, and. ſoberly ro propound 
doubts and difficulties. .As if he had a mind ra- 
ther to hear the judgement of others, than to {| 

his own : andto learn and receive inſtruction, ra- 
therthan take upon him that great Ofhce ( which 
almoſt every body thinks himſclt ro be fit for now 
adayes) ro bea Teacher, nay, Controller of all his 
neighbours. There is {carce a {matterer now. in 
Chriſtian learning, in many. places , though neyer 
{o raw. and ignorant, blnkoch lo good a conceit of 
himſelt ; that he will dictare as Magitterially, judge 
as ſuperciliouſly, cenſure as boldly, {peak as con- 
fidently to his berters, and be as pert even before 
his Spiritual Guides, and thoſe that have been long 
Students in Chriſtian knowledge; as if he were in- 
fallible, and breathed nothing = the Holy Ghoſt, 
A Vice which this good man {lo ſtudioully avoid- 
ed, that: as none could be a more levere cenſurer 
of other. mens actions, than he was of his own : 
fo it was not ealie for any, to be more. confident 
thar they were in the right, than he was fearfu] 
leſt: he ſhould be-in the wrong. This made him 
fwift to-hear, but ſlow.to ſpeak: to conſider much. 
and pronounce little: and. as one of the Antients 
faith, *ro.know both how to overcome with rea- 
fon, and how to. yield to reaſon, and ſuffer him- 
puts þ | felt 
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felf ro be overcome. And his humilicy, I muſt 
rel] you, was of the. right ſtrain. Which, as the 
{ame Father obſerves, FX. is not proved and tryed *+ 0,44.:6. 
{o much in little things /( wherein it may be calily 
counterfeired)) as in the greateſt. To ſay nothing 
of our clothes and outward deportment, it is no 
tuch great piece of humility, faith he, in my ac- 
count, to {peak bur a litle of, a mans own felt, and 
this but ſeldome and before few; orto ſpeak to an 
* inferiour in aJowly and courteous manner : 'AaxX 
&"16 utlpius Tip 08s obey yrlas, Bur he that {peaks [pa+ 
tingly. and modeſtly concerning God, is in my opi; 
aion, the moſt humble perſon. He hath acrained 
to a conſiderable pitch in this Grace, who knows 
how to ſpeak ſome things of him , in others,to bg 
filent, and in others, plainly to confels his igno- 
rance : and hath the modelty to let thole ſpeak 
of him , who are appointed to it ; and to {uffer 
ſome allo to be of more elevared contemplation than 
himſelf. Ir is the moſt unſeemly thing, for a man 
to chooſe the pooreſt dier and apparel; to expreſs 
much humility in tears, in faſtings, in watchings; 
in a ſad countenance, and lying hard or on the 
bare ground : bur in diſcourſe of Divine marters, 
to exerciſe a kind of Soveraign power, or tyrann 
rather, over others : to-yicld ro none, and tolee 
to govern all. This istobe proud there, where 
humility is not only glorious, buralſo ſafe, | The 
leaſt cang of which vanity, I could never. dilcern 
7 H 2 in 
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in this good man ; who grew-as faſtinan humble 
fenſe of our diſtance from God, as ſome are apt to 
do/in an arrogant opinion of their Superiority, 
above all other men. He was like thoſe good 
Students at Athens, who as Mcnedemus , if I forget 
not, ſaid, went thither Do&ors (in their own opi- 
on;he means,) continued there Scholars, and came 
away Ignorants.  Forthe more we underſtand, 
the more we lee, there is above our comprehenſi- 
en. - And the-more we converſe with Wiſe and 
Pious men, the more we feerhereare, that we have 
caule to preferr above our ſelves. And the more 
a man encreales- in the knowledge of himſelf; the 
more ready he will be, to excuſethe ignorance or 
errors of hxs neighbours. 

| Certain it is, thatthe greater worth there. js in 
any perſon, the more humble and lowly: he is. 
Lighr things aicend aloft, as is. commonly obfery- 
ed, bur thole that are heavy, fink down and depreſs 
themſelves beneath. The lictle Brooks are very 
talkative, and make a great noiſe, when they and 
the Pebbles meer and prattlerogether. Bur for all 
their haſte, and the dinn they make in our ears, 
andthe plenty of Water which ieems ro-flow along ; 
2las! theit depth is ſo ſmall; that you may feel to 
the botrom of them with your finger. Whereas 
the great Rivers, which are very deep, and carry 


great burdens, andare as profitable, as they are fair 


and beautiful-, hav modeſtly and ſoberly, as] may 
". {0 
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fo ſpeak, dothey go intothe Ocean. They donor 
ſo much as murmur in any bodies ears, to tell 
them how profound they are : but move filentl 

and ſtilly on their way, as if they would nor be 
obſerved. There is nothing better that I can 
think of, than this vulgar compariſon which every 
body uſes, to repreſent untous the clear difference 
that is berween the humble lowly Chriſtian, and 
thoſe that are malepert and confident , full of often- 
ration and ever talking ; even there where it would 
more become them, to ule their ears, than they 
do their tongues. For if they did it as the Brooks, 
[ mentioned, only among the ſtones and blocks, ir 
were no great matter ; or it while they fer our 
themſelves, they would nor deſpile or delle their 
neighbours that far excell them , it might be en- 
dured : Bur to inſtruct their Teachers , ro babble 
before the Wile,the aged and experienced;to meddle 
with things which they donor, and perhaps cannor 
underſtand ; nay, to ger up into the Sear of Judge- 
ment, and pals ſentence upon their Superioars, is 
ſuch an intolerable piece of arrogance, as ( inthe 
phraſe of Sr. ( yprian * ) & born f the Spirit of - Antt- 
chriſt; and proceeds not. from the humble dilci- 
pline of our Saviour. Which makes the.lols 


of ſuch a perlon, as had the good education of 


Chriſtian people under his care to be the more de- 
plorable : eſpecially fince he taught by his ex- 
ample, as well as his preaching, the younger to ſubmu 

3 themſel-oes 
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themſelrves to the elder : and that in lowlineſs of mind each 
_ eſteem others better than themſel-ves , 1 Pet. 5. 5. 
Phil. 2. 3. | 
3. And truly, if our Governours and Tutors be 
our Second Parents; and we owe no leſs to thole 
who. breed us in knowledge, than to them that 
breed us in the womb: then this deſerves not the 
leaſt commendation, that he carefully performed 
the part of a good Inſtrucer and Curate of fouls. 
Alexander thought himſelf not more bcholden to 
his Father who left him a Kingdom, than to Aris 
ſtotle, who taught him how ro govern it. And 
Ariſtotle taught him this among other things, thar 
tor thoſe who ingraft right notions of things ir 
our minds, and make us wile; there isno ioopporG. 
«zu, no honour proportionable to their merits. 
Unleſs we will beſtow upon them fome ſuch 
Veneration, as is given to God and our Parents : 
they being a kind of Earthly Gods, and Heavenly 
Parents. Antoxinus allo, | remember, in the be- 
ginning of his Book, acknowledges the bounty of 
God in this, as much asin any other bleſſing, that 
he had made him the Diſciple of ſuch excellent 
Philoſophers , fuch as Sextus, Maximus, Ruſticus and 
* In M.An- others. The laſt of which , Julius Capitolinus X 
ron. phil” ells us, he made of his Privy Council : and 

ſopb. - > 
uſed to ſalute with a kiſs, even before the Cap- 
tains of the Pretorian Band. That he demanded 
publick Statues allo of the Senate for him after 
| his 
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kis deceaſe : and in fine, had ſuch reſpe to all 
his Teachers, as to pay an honour to their ve- 
ry Sepulchres, and to have their Images in Gold, 
in the very ſame place with his houſhold Gods. 

And the very truth is, we are deeply indebred 
ro them ; wr the Memory of our Chriſtian In- 
ſtructers, ought to be very dear and ſacred with 
us as long as we live. For they learn us how to 
live well, and prepare us for a better life, He 
that begins to rake us.into his diſcipline , and pi- 
| ouſly diſcharges the- Office of a good Tutor or 
Schoolmaſter , is our good Genius, our Guardian 
Angel alwayes by our. 11de, the Guide of our youth, 
the Security of our ſlippery age, the Seeds-man of 
God, the Drefler of infant fouls, the Husbandman 
thar culcivates and improves the ſoil of the mind. 
And- a conſcientious , Ailfull Miniſter, to. whole 
care and diretion we- are delivered afterward ; 
can be no leſs than. all thele ro our riper years : 
beſides that, he is our Counſellor in doubts, our 
Comforterin affliction, the Dilpeacer of the My- 
ſteries of God, and our Conductor to perfection : 
and therefore ought to be highly eſteemed tor his 
work ſake. Such an one, I dare boldly fay,, 
you have loſt in this place, and it is a common 
tols co more than your (elves : a perſon both able- 
and honeſt, wiſe and pious. So thar, as the ſame 
Antoninus (auth, he learn't of one of his Maſters tg 


Jappreſs anger ; of another, to mind ſerious things ; of 
TY athird,, 
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a third, kindneſs and benevolence ; of a fourth, mode: 
ſty; of a fifth, an uncounterfeited gravity ; of a ſixth, 
to bear with ſimple people, and of others, conſtancy, 
patience, and ſuch an' apt accommodation of himſelf to 
all, that his converſation might be more ſott and 
ſweet , than flattery it felf : fo you, me thinks, 
might be able to ſay, that all thele you have 
learn't of him. For, Whoſe underſtanding and 
judgement ( if I may ſpeak in the language of 
G. Nazyanzen) was more grave and aged, even be- 
fore gray hairs? Whole Meditations were more 
concocted ? Whoſe Speech more unaffected ? Whoſe 
behaviour more ſolemn and compoled ? Who is 
there that had leſs need of learning to commend 
him , conſidering the integrity of his manners? 


and yet how feiv that had fo conſiderable a ſhare 


of both? A manof great candor and ingenuity ; 
of atender and compaſſionate Spirit ; heartily de- 
firous of the good of fouls; and very thoughttul 
and folicitous, I can aflare you, how to pro- 
mote it in the eaſieſt, plaineſt and moſt effectual 
methods. 

Things the more to be prized in thele dayes, 
becauſe, as the Father now named complain; 
in another place *, wuduyive T6 ma lwy Sywra ly 
ine ff wap! ny wer Y) ncleyeraririthe, The 
moſt 1acred Order of all other among us, is in 
danger rv become the moſt ridiculous. No 
man can be acknowledged for 2 Phylitian , wn- 

| lets 
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leſs he have conſidered the nature of Dilcaſes : 
or for a. Drawer of Pictures, that knows nothow 
to mingle colours : And yet we can find with | 
the greateſt caſe a Teacher of Divine Truth, | 
Not one that is laboured ( as his word is-) | 
and prepared; but thar ſtarts up on a ſudden, and. 
is ſown and comes forth as hatily, as the Fable 
makes the Giants. Ter lojusy audnuepoy Tus EYiuss CIC. 
We make Saints in a dayes ſpace ; and wiſe men with: 
aut. any wiſdom ; and guides to others, who barve nothing | 
to qualifie them for that office , but.a great deſire to be | 
fromuees to it. Such a Novice our Friend wasnot , 43 
t like that good Father himſelf: who by re- 
tirement and much meditation fitted. himſelf , as 
he tells. us, for ſo. great a charge. He was 
ſenſible of theſe two things : Firſt, That it is 
the Art of Arts, and the Science of Sciences, as 
his words are*, toguide and govern mankind, * 0--: z- 
T9. Toporurtelor $f Cw 5 Torwwraly, the moſt 
humorous, various and uncertain of all other crea- 
tures. And Secondly, That it requires great $kill 
and not a. little Spirit, to give to every one in the 
houſhold their portion. of. meat in due ſeaſon ; 
and to mannage and diſpence with judgement . 
the Truths of Chriſtian Doctrine. They are great * "da, | 
and many ( as he there numbers them ) which. 
if any.perſon think himſelf, with little labour, 
able to explain.: O how I wonder , faith boy at. 
3 that « 
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that, mans underſtanding ;* or , 'to ſpeak "more 
plainly, ar his folly ! This hoty Phitelopliy; as 
he calls '& , requires that we !hotd-bring: ro/the 
tidy of it, c1ear {impliciry of mind; an Tmarti- 
al judgemenr, pure and haly rhodghts, quier af- 
fections, a parient Spirit, and a will dſpoled: to 
conform ir ſelf ro God. And* if it! hat pleafed 
the Almighty to have indulged this good'man- a 
little more time, you might have ſeen a greater 
proot of his profiting by thele means, to theno 
{mall benefit, I have realon to think, of others, as 
well as you thar were more immediately under 
his care. For to all theſe good qualities, now 
named, he had the advantage alſo of an even 
ſteady temper : that was alwayes alike, and not 
lubjeCt to any traniports. 

But God hath raken him off from his work : 
and what have we to do, butto ſubmit with pa- 
rience to his wiſe Providence? And whether you 
remember his loſs as a good Chriſtian, or a faith- 
tul Miniſter , or a tender Husband , or a kind 
Friend, or a courteous Neighbour ; till to ſay, 
Ir us the Loxd. The Lord garve, and the Loyd bath taken 
away : bleſſed be the name of the Lord. He hath 
called him away, no doubt,to receive the reward of 
his labours : praiſe and commendation from him- 
ſelf, for his jr and uprightneſs; and ſo he 
ftands in'no need at all of ours.” Only theſe 
ID - things 
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things may be fit to be conſidered by us that ſur- 


vive, to excite us to the (a 

| me lov 

= ; - "= _—_ modeſty and ares —" 
"wk = uſtry and fidelity in our ſe al 
wy, 8 D on —_— Faith alſo may be | rp 
uh r, and glory, at the appearing of Jeſus 


